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Summary of Juvenile Justice System

Overview of the JJ system structure in Arizona

Roles of the juvenile courts, probation, detention and 
juvenile corrections

Administrative Office of the Courts (AOC) oversight of 
treatment contracts



Juvenile Justice Systems Contact Points
Data Sources:
ÅSFY 2019 Arizona Juvenile Court Counts (AOC)

ÅSFY 2020 Annual Commitments Demographic Data (ADJC)

Referrals:
Å19,976 juveniles referred to juvenile court

ÅҨ 8% from FY18; Ҩ нн҈ ŦǊƻƳ FY14

Diversion:
Å7,750 juveniles diverted; 39% of total referred 

ÅHighest portion of referrals diverted: Mohave (65%) & Pima (45%)

ÅLowest portion: Cochise (2%) & Pinal (14%)



Juvenile Justice Systems Contact Points
Detention:
Å3,446 juveniles detained one or more times in FY 19

Å47% of juveniles detained without new referral (warrant, consequence, etc.)

ÅҨ 6% ŦǊƻƳ C¸муΤ Ҩ 33% from FY14

Probation-Standard:
Å3,530 juveniles placed on standard probation

Å40% of all petitions filed in FY 19 placed on standard probation 

Probation-Intensive (JIPS):
Å771 juveniles placed on JIPS

Å12.5% of petitions filed received JIPS disposition; has remained fairly stable 
over past five years



Juvenile Justice Systems Contact Points
Juvenile Corrections:
Å207 juveniles committed in SFY 2020

ÅTwo most common committing offenses: Crimes Against Property, Crimes 
Against Persons

Å¢ƘŜǎŜ ǘǿƻ ƻŦŦŜƴǎŜ ǘȅǇŜǎ ƳŀƪŜ ǳǇ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ сл҈ όC¸нлύ тл҈ όC¸мсύ ƻŦ 
commitments over previous five years

ÅHispanic youth make up largest racial category of FY 20 commitments (47%)

ÅMost youth committed have a substance abuse problem (86%)

ÅAbout half (49.7%) have a serious mental illness diagnosis

Juveniles Direct Filed to Adult Court:
ÅMake up about 94% of juveniles charged as adults

ÅHispanic youth make up largest racial category in FY 19 (50%)



Juvenile Justice Stakeholder Survey

Two versions; county and tribal

Captures JJ professional perspective on current problems and solutions

County Survey Highlights:

Å90% identified substance/alcohol use most prevalent community issue

ÅCriminal damage and family conflict both considered highly prevelant

ÅDelinquency prevention and detention alternative programs ranked 
highest among needs to address delinquency

ÅOutpatient treatment services ranked highest DAP community need



Juvenile Justice Stakeholder Survey
ÅBehavioral health treatment and screening resources was the most 

commonly expressed need in comments section; diversion programs 
also identified as major need

ÅOverall highest confidence of racially equitable treatment occurs with 
diversion decisions; slightly less confidence with referral and adult 
court jurisdiction decisions



Juvenile Justice Stakeholder Survey
Tribal Survey Highlights:

ÅLow participation rate; three communities represented: White Mountain Apache, 
Ak-Chin Indian Community; Yavapai-Apache Indian Community

ÅSubstance/alcohol use and family conflict ranked as most serious community 
issues

ÅDelinquency prevention, DAP and mentoring cited as highest community need

ÅAfter-school programs most popular identified needed program

ÅMixed participant opinions on whether current programs adequately culturally 
informed



Arizona Youth Survey
2018 survey used for analysis

Substance use:

Åҧ !ƭŎƻƘƻƭΣ Ŝ-cigarettes and marijuana use

ÅҨ hǘƘŜǊ ǎŜǊƛƻǳǎ ŘǊǳƎ ǳǎŜ όƛΦŜΦΣ ƳŜǘƘΣ ƘŜǊƻƛƴΣ ŎƻŎŀƛƴŜΣ wȄύ

Significant risk factors contributing to risky behaviors:

Å52% polled stated little to no school connectivity

Å56% have low perception of harm caused by substance use



Adverse Childhood Experiences

Å!½ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎ ǿƛǘƘ м о !/9ǎ ƘƛƎƘŜǎǘ ƛƴ ƴŀǘƛƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ нлмн 
study

ÅHotspots identified in study: rural tribal and low-income 
communities

ÅUpdated research for ACEs in Arizona needed 



Development of Goals, Objectives & Activities

INPUTS

ωStakeholder input

ωYouth voice

ωParent engagement

ωJuvenile crime 
analysis

ωSOS; Governor 
priorities

ACTIVITIES

ωPlanning workgroup

ωR/ED workgroup

ωStakeholder surveys

ωYouth surveys

ωStakeholder 
presentations

OUTPUTS

ωSurvey results

ωStakeholder 
feedback

ωPlanning and R/ED 
workgroups reports

SHORT-TERM 
OUTCOMES

ωAJJC consensus on 
priorities

ω3 Year Plan 
objectives

ωTitle II RFP 
objectives

MED-TERM 
OUTCOMES        

(Based on STOs)

ωDAPs

ωIncreased access to 
mental health 
services

ωPrevention services

ωPrograms that 
address R/ED

ωTribal community 
support

LONG-TERM 
OUTCOMES    

(Impact)

ωImproved JJ system

ωReduced juvenile 
crime

ωReduced recidivism

ωEnsure equal justice 
regardless of 
race/ethnicity



Thank you for your service on the AJJC

Questions?
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AJJC Proposed Goals
1. Prevent juvenile justice system involvement by engaging youth, parents and 
communities with services that increase protective factors and reduce delinquent 
behaviors. 

2. Ensure youth have access to behavioral health services pre- and post-justice system 
involvement.

3. Reduce recidivism by ensuring youth and families receive adequate support through 
effective post-placement and reentry services.

4. Maintain compliance with the four core requirements of the Juvenile Justice and 
Delinquency Prevention Act.

5. Establish strong partnerships with tribal communities to address the needs of at-risk 
and justice-involved Native American youth.


